Teﬁruary Newsletter
Mrs. ‘Miller’s Class

Wow! We are ﬁaﬁ%ay tﬁrougﬁ our school year. Can you believe it? Our class
has learned so much a[reaa[y...is there rea[[y more to learn? Let me uyafate you on our
ﬁ’ﬁﬁ gma[e curriculum.

We have J’ust compﬁztea[ our second geometry unit, yerimeter and area. ‘Using a
wm’ety of hands on methods, we arrived at formu[as that make soﬁ/ing the proﬁﬁzms a
[ittle easier. Ask your child to demonstrate how to ﬁ’na[ the area of a triangﬁz, using a
rectcmgﬁz or pamﬂélbgmm. Fractions will be the next cﬁa[&znge we face. Please ask
your child to see ﬁis/ﬁer math notebook tﬁrougﬁout the unit so that you will be able to
answer any questions that may arise a[uring homework.

Guided reaa[ing ﬁ’na[ projects are compﬁzte.’ Our class was sp[it into four groups,
and each group read a aﬁﬁ(erent book. We all ﬁ’nisﬁea[ around the same time and
worked on a variety of ﬁ’na[ projects. ‘Discuss your child’s ﬁ’na[ project with him/her.
We have J’ust Eegun a graa[e ﬁ’ve core literature book, The Sigm of the Beaver Ey

Elizabeth George Speare. The students were P[acea[ in groups, with aﬁﬁ(erent students
and teachers from their last groups. @gpena[ing on the skill or strategy we are worﬁing
on each afay, your child may work indé’penafent[y, in a small group or ina [arge group.

Cpoetry s our new area of stua[y in wm’ting. 1 fee[ it is important for the students
to read poetry, in order to be successfu[ writing it, so you will see that reaa[ing
homework for the next several weeks will include a poetry yiece. We have been ﬁzaming
about ﬁ’gumtive [cmguage and how to use it in our poetry wm’ting. Your child should
be able to ia[entify several forms of ﬁ’gumtive [cmguage, inc[ua[ing similes, metapﬁors
and yersongfication.

Cﬁemistry has Eegun in science. Goo Yuck is a ﬁﬁﬁ gma[e favorite.’ T'm sure
you heard all about it. Ask your child to tell you the safety rules while worﬁing onan

expen’ment There will be many more to come.
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One tqpic in social studies this month was 5£zvery in the American Colonies, ﬁfom the
_perspective of enslaved ﬂfm’cans. Have a discussion with your child about the Middle
CPassage, which is the 5-12 week tr[p across the Atlantic taken Ey West ﬂfn’can slaves.
Your child will be able to tell you wﬁy slaves were needed in the colonies, what the
conditions were like on the sﬁ[p, and how the slaves reacted to the conditions.

Now that we are ﬁaﬁ%ay tﬁrougﬁ the year, it is time for the students to check
their school suppﬁes, both in the classroom and at home. Please be sure your child has
two yenci[s, two red pens, a ﬁigﬁﬁgﬁter and a g[ue stick in ﬁis/ﬁer desk at school. At
home he/she should have access to a ruler (inches and centimeters), a a[ictionary, and a
ﬁigﬁﬁgﬁter.

We have had an unbelievable amount of student dismissals this month! Please
Eegp in mind that your child is in an academic su@’ect until 3:20 each afay. It is very
aﬁﬁ(icu[t for Mrs. Abdal-Khabir and 1 to P[ay “catch up” with each student who is
dismissed. 1 com’ptéte[y understand the aﬁﬁ(icu[ty of getting to the doctor. However, as
you schedule appointments, mayﬁe you could check to see 1f an ear[y release Wea[nesafay
would work for You.

As a[ways, thank you for all you do to support your child’s education!

Mrs. Deana Miller



